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MADRID, March 7th 2011 

Hon. Mr. Jacob Zuma 

Union Buildings  
Private Bag X1000,  
Pretoria,  
0001 South Africa 

President of the Republic of South Africa. 

Mr. President: 

              Platform Stop Impunity in Rwanda is a group of organizations 
who have been involved in the field of human rights for a long time, 
more specifically, against impunity in central Africa, and very particularly 
in Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo. These organizations 
have come together, backed up by the great social and media impact 
achieved after our action on July 16, 2010, when our Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero canceled the official reception to President Paul 
Kagame of Rwanda. Platform Stop Impunity in Rwanda wishes to provide 
the following information regarding a man accused of being a war 
criminal who, as you might be aware, is currently in South Africa, and 
the judicial process against him monitored by Spanish courts: Mr. 
Kayumba Nyamwasa. 

         The Spanish courts have legal authority to prosecute international 
crimes (genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, among 
others), even if they are alleged to have occurred in other countries as 
long as there is a clear connection to Spain.  

 Former Rwandan General Kayumba Nyamwasa is being charged by 
the Juzgado Central de Instrucción number 4 de la Audiencia Nacional 
(Judge Fernando Andreu) of crimes of genocide and the murder of a 
Spanish missionary and three Spanish aid workers, among other victims, 
like Rwandan and Congolese victims. The competent judicial authorities 
for international crimes proposed to the Spanish political authorities to 
request the extradition of Mr. Nyamwasa, in accordance with the 
national criminal procedure laws and international laws. In September 
2010, as you may as well know, the Spanish government requested 
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officially the extradition of Mr. Kayumba Nyamwasa to the competent 
authorities of South Africa.  

 

  Extradition Treaties 

 As there is currently an extradition treaty ratified by Spain and the 
Republic of South Africa, the procedure will be based on this treaty:  the 
European Convention on Extradition (Paris, December 13, 1957). South 
Africa ratified and joined the Treaty on February 12th 2003, with all legal 
purposes as Adhered Party pursuant to Articles 30 and 6.2 of the 
Convention (Spain did the same in 1982). Article 1 forces the extradition 
of individuals prosecuted for a criminal offense, especially if it is an 
international crime, and there is no reservation or statement limiting the 
obligation of the Republic of South Africa today. 

 Additionally, both the Republic of South Africa (since 2003) and 
Spain (1985) are parties to the Additional Protocol of the European 
Convention on Extradition (Strasbourg, December 15, 1975). This 
international protocol stipulates that no crimes against humanity, 
(defined in the Convention for the Prevention of Genocide [December 
1948, UN]) or offenses under Articles 147 and related provisions of the 
Geneva Convention of 1949 regarding the protection of civilians in times 
of war or any similar violation of the laws of war in force, will be treated 
as political offenses. International crimes of genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes are attributed to Mr. Kayumba Nyamwasa, 
presumed author, by the Spanish judicial authorities. 

According to the petition of extradition request issued by the 
Spanish authorities,  Platform Stop Impunity in Rwanda asks you to 
follow through the international laws defined in the Convention 
mentioned above and to proceed with the extradition of Mr. Kayumba 
Nyamwasa to Spain. 

 

 Convention on the Status of Refugees 

 Moreover, in the occurrence that the former General Mr. Kayumba 
Nyamwasa has requested political asylum in the Republic of South 
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Africa, we wish to remind you that in 1996 South Africa ratified and 
joined the Convention on the Status of Refugees (Geneva, 28 July 1951). 

  

This Convention states in Article 1F that: 

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to any person 

with respect to whom there are serious reasons for considering that: 

(a) he has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a 

crime against humanity, as defined in the international instruments 

drawn up to make provision in respect of such crimes; 

(b) he has committed a serious non-political crime outside the 

country of refuge prior to his admission to that country as a refugee; 

(c) he has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the United Nations. 

  

 Furthermore, South Africa is also part of the OAU Convention 
Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa since 
December 1995. Article 1.5 of this agreement prohibits the application of 
refugee status for the same reasons that the Geneva Convention as 
follows: 

 The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to any person 

with respect to whom the country of asylum has serious reasons for 

considering that:  

a) he has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime 

against humanity, as defined in the international instruments drawn up 

to make provision in respect of such crimes;  

b) he committed a serious non-political crime outside the country 

of refuge prior to his admission to that country as a refugee;  

c) he has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the Organization of African Unity;  
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d) he has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and 

principles of the United Nations. 

 Under these international Conventions Mr. Kayumba Nyamwasa 
cannot be granted asylum status and should be extradited to Spanish 
courts. 

 

 Petition 

 The Platform Stop Impunity in Rwanda requests the South African 
Government accept the extradition petition issued by the Spanish 
Government, on the basis of all the legal issues explained above, and to 
hand over the indicted Mr. Kayumba Nyamwasa to the Spanish 
authorities. 

 Thank you most sincerely for your attention and hope to earn your 
prompt response to these considerations.  
Yours sincerely, 
Platform STOP IMPUNITY IN RWANDA, formed by:  

Comités de Solidaridad África Negra (UMOYA); Fundación SUR;  
África Tumaini; INSHUTI; Drets Humans de Mallorca;  
Veritas Ruanda Forum; Fundació S’Olivar; Red Africa-Europa,  Fe y 
Justicia (AEFJN) Antena de Madrid; Justica y Paz MC; 
Campaña “África, cuestión de vida, cuestión debida” de Red de 
Entidades de Desarrollo Solidario (REDES);  

 

Family of Joaquín Vallmajó (+1994, Rwanda) 

Family of Servando Mayor (+1996 Zaire, actual RD Congo) 

Family of Julio Rodríguez (+1996 Zaire, actual RD Congo) 

Family of Miguel Angel Isla (+1996 Zaire, actual RD Congo) 

Family of Fernando de la Fuente (+1996 Zaire, actual RD Congo) 

Family of Flors Sirera (+ 1997, Rwanda) 

Family of Manuel Madrazo (+1997, Rwanda) 

Family of Luis Valtueña (+ 1997, Rwanda)  

Family of Isidro Uzcudún (+ 2000, Rwanda) 
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SUPPORTED BY:  
 
Jordi Palou Loverdos, Attorney at Law, legal representative of Josep, 
Martí, Núria, Pilar and Maria Antonia Vallmajó Sala (siblings of Joaquim 
Vallmajó); Josep Maria Sirera Fortuny (brother of Flors Sirera); Fernando 
Valtueña Gallego (brother of Luis Valtueña, photojournalist);  Rocío Madrazo 
Candel, Belen Madrazo Candel (daughters of Manuel Madrazo); Fernando 
Madrazo Osuna, (brother of Manuel Madrazo); Edesio Rodríguez de la 
Fuente, Mª de los Ángeles Jorge de la Fuente (parents of Julio Rodríguez 
Jorge); Jesús Mayor García (brother of Servando Mayor); Cipriano and 
Gerardo Isla Lucio (brothers of Miguel Ángel Isla Lucio); Segismundo de la 
Fuente Gadea (father of Fernando de la Fuente); Águeda Uzcudun Pouso, 
(sister of Isidro UZCUDUN); Marie Béatrice Umutesi, (sociologist, writer and 
Rwandan victim);  6 Rwandan victims (protected witnesses); City Councils of  
Figueres; City Councils of  Manresa; City Councils of  Navata; City 
Councils of  Sevilla; City Councils of  Tremp;  Federación de Comités de 
Solidaridad con el África Negra de España (12 committees);   
Centro de Recursos de la Coordinadora d'ONG Solidàries (47 
associations); Associació Drets Humans de Mallorca; Bernadette 
Mukamana, Eric Ntwali, Belise Songa and Bernard Ngezi (widow and 
children of Emmanuel Gapyisi); Cyriaque Nikuze Sendashonga (widow of 
Rwandan Minister of Internal Affairs M. Seth Sendashonga); Sindicat de 
Treballadores i Treballadors - Intersindical de les Illes Balears - (STEI-i); 
Grup Balear d'Ornitologia i Defensa de la Naturalesa; Cynthia Ann 
McKinney_Former African-American Congresswoman ( USA);  Adolfo-María 
Pérez Esquivel , Nobel Peace Prize winner 1980 (Argentina) 
 
 

EUROPE  
 
BELGIUM 
 
 
Assistance aux Victimes des Conflits en Afrique Centrale, AVICA, BRUXELLES  
 
SOS Rwanda-Burundi asbl, BUZET 
  
Centre de Lutte contre l'Impunité  BRUXELLES 
 
European Action Group  
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ITALY  
 
FRATERNITTÀ MISSIONARIA, VICOMERO – TORRILE  
 
ASSOCIAZIONE FAMIGLIA SPERANZA ONLUS, MANTOVA 
 
GENTEINCAMMINO ONLUS, GENOVA 
 
SICSAL ITALIA_ SERVIZIO INTERNAZIONALE CRISTIANO DI 
SOLIDARIETÁ CON I POPOLI DELL'AMERICA LATINA - OSCAR ROMERO, 
ROMA 
 
ASSOCIAZIONE UNIVERSITARIA COOPERAZIONE INTERNAZIONALE, AUCI, 
ROMA 
 
AFRICA EUROPA FAITH AND JUSTICE NETWORK, AEJFN ANTENNA ITALIA, ROMA 
 
MISSIONE OGGI, BRESCIA 
 
RETE PACE PER IL CONGO, PARMA 
 
SPAIN 
 
COORDINADORA ESPAÑOLA  DE ONG PARA EL DESARROLLO  
CONGDE  (17 Coordinadoras Estatales)  
 
COORDINADORA ESTATAL DE COMITÉS ÓSCAR ROMERO DEL 
ESTADO ESPAÑOL, MADRID (12 comités)  
 
COMITÉ DE SOLIDARIDAD OSCAR ROMERO, TORREJON DE ARDOZ  
 
COMITÉ DE SOLIDARIDAD OSCAR ROMERO, VIGO 
 
MEDICOS DEL MUNDO, MADRID 
 
ONGD AFRICANDO DE INGENIO, MADRID 
 
FUNDACIÓ PER LA PAU, BARCELONA 
 
MALLORQUINS, ALÇAU ES CAP, MALLLORCA 
 
COMITÉ RENE CASSIN, SEVILLA 
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MOVIMIENTO PRO CELIBATO OPCIONAL, MOCEOP,  MADRID 
 
 
POR UN MUNDO MÁS JUSTO, M+J,  MADRID  
 
UNIÓN UNIVERSAL DESARROLLO SOLIDARIO, MALAGA 
 
ONGD NAKUPENDA AFRICA, NAVARRA  
 
OCASHA, MADRID 
 
DINAMO ALTERNATIVA SOCIAL,  MADRID 
 
 
THE NETHERLANDS   
 
FONDATION AMANI YA CONGO / WERKGROEP CONGONED AMSTERDAM 
 
STICHTING LISANGA CONGOLEES STEUNPUNT AMSTERDAM  
 
ASSOCIATION OF VICTIMS PRO IUSTITIA  
 

AMERICA 
 
ARGENTINA  
 
Instituto de Investigacion Accion Participativa Dr. Juan Jose Castelli, 
BUENOS AIRES  
 
CANADA 
 
CONGRES RWANDAIS DU CANADA, MONTREAL 
 
 
USA 
 
ORGANIZATION FOR PEACE, JUSTICE AND DEVELOPMENT IN RWANDA 
OPJDR, INC.  DELAWARE 
 
FOUNDATION FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY IN RWANDA INC 
WASHINGTON  
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INITIATIVE FOR DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT. IDD , HILLSIDE WICHITA, KS, 
 
AFRICAN GREAT LAKES ACTION NETWORK, AGLAN 
 
STUFF FOR THE POOR, SCHAUMBURG, ILLINOIS 
 
 
 

AFRICA  
 
RD CONGO 
 
COMITÉ NATIONAL FEMME ET DÉVELOPPEMENT, CONAFED, KINSHASA  
   
RENCONTRE POUR LA PAIX ET LES DROITS DE L'HOMME, RPDH, KOUILOU 
 

AUSTRALIA  
 
NEW ZEALAND 
 
DR JOHN C. ROSS 
FOR - GROUP 23, PALMERSTON NORTH, 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL AOTEAROA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LETTER CONTAINS 8 PAGES, PLUS 3 ATTACHED DOCUMENTS: 
 

•   SPANISH GOVERNEMENT PETITION OF EXTRADITION KAYUMBA 
NYAMWASA TO SOUTHAFRICAN AUTHORITIES. 
8TH JULY 2010 _ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

•  OFFICIAL ENGLISH TRANSLATION  ABOVE REFERED DOCUMENT 
•  CONSEJO DE MINISTROS GOBIERNO DE ESPAÑA 17 TH  SEPTEMBER 

DE 2010: APPROVING THE OFFICIAL REQUEST OF EXTRADITION 
TO SOUTH AFRICA.  ( SP) 
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